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SARA LEE CORPORATION ELECTS CYNTHIA CARROLL

TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHICAGO (June 30, 2006) — Sara Lee Corporation (NYSE: SLE) announced today that its board
of directors has elected Cynthia B. Carroll a director of the corporation, effective Aug. 1, 2006.

Carroll’s appointment brings the number of Sara Lee Corporation directors to 13.

Carroll, 49, is president and chief executive officer of Montreal-based Alcan Primary Metal
Group, a division of Alcan Inc. In her current role, she is responsible for Alcan’s aluminum
smelting facilities and power generation installations, which is a US$10 billion business with
nearly 18,000 employees and 54 wholly or partially-owned operations in 21 countries around

the world.

“Cynthia is a proven leader, bringing extensive global experience and a track record for
success to Sara Lee. She’s lived and worked in countries throughout the world, including
those geographies in which we already are operating, as well as other regions where we have
strong growth opportunities,” said Brenda C. Barnes, chairman and chief executive officer of
Sara Lee Corporation. “As Sara Lee becomes a more focused, integrated operating company,

Cynthia’s strengths will be a significant asset to our board of directors.”

Carroll joined Alcan in 1989 and has held positions of increasing responsibility that include
president of Bauxite, Alumina and Specialty Chemicals, managing director of Aughinish
Alumina Limited, and vice president and general manager of Alcan Foil Products. Prior to

Alcan, she worked at Amoco for eight years as a petroleum geologist.
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Carroll earned a bachelor’s degree in geology from Skidmore College, a master’s degree in
geology from the University of Kansas and a master of business administration degree from

Harvard University.

Company Profile

Sara Lee Corporation (www.saralee.com) is a Chicago-based global manufacturer and marketer
of high-quality, brand-name products for consumers throughout the world. In February 2005,
the company began executing a bold and ambitious multi-year plan to transform Sara Lee into
a company focused on its food, beverage, and household and body care businesses around the
world. As part of its transformation plan, Sara Lee will drive growth in its key categories via
such strong brands as Ball Park, Douwe Egberts, Hillshire Farm, Jimmy Dean, Kiwi, Sanex,

Senseo and its namesake, Sara Lee.



